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With the rapid growth of the colony and the
a accompanying expansion of the postal system,
Intr@duc t10n new denominations of stamps were required.
Samuel Calvert was contracted to produce the
new stamps.

IO t | Ie The Woodblocks were so named, because

Calvert engraved the printing plates for these
stamps on blocks of boxwood, which must have

WOOdblock been an arduous task.

The Registered and Too Late stamps which form
a part of this group were the first stamps issued

IS Sue S in the world that were dedicated to these
purposes, and were among the first bi-colored
issues in the world. This is rather amazing
considering the fact that they were entirely
designed, and manufactured in the remote
colony.

Terms & Condition The One Shilling Octagon is not strictly part of the

Woodblock issue, but is included here for
simplicity.

ix Pence
ey N Secret Anti-Forgery Letters
. Even as far back as the 1850's, officials used
= clever printing methods to thwart forgers. Buried
in the background of this stamp are secret letters
that are barely visible to the naked eye. By
strategically thinning the backgound lines in the
engraving, the letters GP are formed to the left of
the neck and the letter O to the right of the neck,
(General Post Office). The letters are so subtle
that they cannot be read on some examples.
Red Orange - imperforate, no wmk

Calvert engraved 2 plates of 25 positions on
boxwood for this stamp to make up the printing
plate of 50. On one pane, there is an apparent
apostrophe after the A of VICTORIA, which is
absent on the other pane. It was issued in
September 1854, imperforate on unwatermarked
wove paper.

Orange - imperforate, no wmk

The next shade seen is orange, also imperforate
on unwatermarked paper.

Orange Yellow - imperforate, no wmk

The later printings are all found in an orange
yellow shade on the same paper.
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